
Educational Highlights: I have been a student in the 
Honors College since my enrollment at the College of  
Charleston, with a GPA above 3.8 during each semes-
ter. I’m a member of  the honors fraternities Phi Kap-
pa Phi and Phi Eta Sigma. In addition to this honor, 
the English Department selected me as an Outstand-
ing English Student, and I had two research papers 
nominated for the English Senior Symposium.  
Research Focus or Project: In the fall and spring se-
mesters of  my senior year, I completed a bachelor’s 
essay on the use of  fat suits in contemporary cin-
ema, entitled “Fat Suits and the Freak of  the Modern 
World.” My paper focuses on the construction of  fat-
ness, in American and greater western culture, as dis-
gusting, an “epidemic,” and something intended only for loss, with special emphasis on why these at-
titudes convey problematic social values that position fat people as unwanted, unattractive, and “guilty” 
of  their states due to eating. Trends in recent cinema have also given way to a genre called the “Fat Suit 
Comedy,” a movie largely consisting of  fat jokes and slapstick humor with a thin actor/actress dressed 
up as a fat man or woman. My paper likens this performative mockery of  fatness to the blackface of  
the 19th and 20th centuries as well as American freak shows in the early 20th century. In March, I pre-
sented a shortened version of  my paper to the South Eastern Women’s Studies Association Confer-
ence.
Future Plans: I recently applied to AmeriCorps for the fall 2010-summer 2011 term. After taking this 
year away from academia, I intend to apply to graduate school at Northeastern University in Boston, 
Massachusetts, to pursue a degree in English and gender studies.
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